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Boston Stands 
with Greece 



by Bruce P. and Jake Carman 

In support of the anarchists and anti- 
authoritarians, students, immigrants, 
workers and others involved in a broad 
social uprising in Greece, BAAM and the 
4th New England Assembly of the North- 
east Anarchist Network held two demon- 
strations in Boston last week. The Greek 
Insurrection began with riots on December 
6th in response to the police shooting of 
a 15-year-old anarchist. The insurgence 
continued for over two weeks, evolving 
into a popular struggle for revolutionary 
change. The Greek people have already 
occupied around 800 schools and universi- 
ties, dozens of mainstream media stations 
(from whence they broadcast their calls, 
messages and ideas), at least 2 bureaucratic 
union headquarters, town and city halls and 
government buildings in every major city. 
In the spaces they have taken and opened 



to the public, the Greek people in rebellion 
hold popular assemblies, where they dis- 
cuss the future of their movement and plan 
direct actions, demonstrations, occupations 
and marches. 

Their outrage and resistance to the global 
economic depression — which they blame on 
the capitalist system — has inspired workers 
and the downtrodden in hundreds of coun- 
tries across the world to get together, orga- 
nize, stand up and fight back. In the United 
States, demonstrators have targeted Greek 
consulates, banks and government build- 
ings. In New York City, students occupied 
the New School, winning a number of de- 
mands from the administration. Protests oc- 
cured in places like Syracuse, Albany, New 
York City, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Eugene 
and Portland, Oregon, San Francisco, At- 
lanta, Milwaukee, and, of course, Boston. 

Boston's Greek consulate on Beacon 
...continued on page 7... 
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by Jake Carman 

When Boston City Councilor 
Chuck Turner was arrested in 
November, accused of accepting 
a $ 1 000 bribe, the people were first shocked, 
but then outraged. Turner, a dedicated com- 
munity activist with more than 40 years of 
struggle under his belt, vowed to defend his 
name in what he called a "trial by media," 
by fighting fire with fire. With a number 
of bold press releases and interviews, a 
defense campaign, and by organizing ral- 
lies of hundreds of his supporters, Turner 
is standing up against a system that thrives 
on exploitation and survives only by re- 
pressing humanity's most vocal defenders. 

As Turner said in an interview with 
BAAM this month, "I believe the reason I 
am being targeted is that US Attorney Sul- 
livan knows I am projecting a vision of 
change that scares the establishment... my 
decision to focus on the three evils — rac- 
ism, militarism, and economic exploita- 
tion — projected by Martin Luther King... is 
frightening to an oligarchy focused on hold- 
ing power despite the flow of evolution." 

Weeks before Turner's arrest, on October 
28th, Boston City Councilor Dianne Wilk- 
erson was arrested on similar charges. The 
difference? Councilor Wilkerson is charged 
for accepting bribes totaling $23,500, and 
her corrupt nature has been well document- 
ed over a period of years. Wilkerson was 
sentenced to house arrest in 1997 for refus- 
ing to pay $51,000 in taxes, and then sus- 



pended from law practice in 1999 for the 
same reason. In 2005, according to WBZ 
Boston News, "the state attorney general 
and head of the state's campaign finance 
office filed a lawsuit against Wilkerson, al- 
leging she had not reported nearly $27,000 
in donations and refused to explain more 
than $18,000 in personal reimbursements." 
When people who support hierarchy and 
representative government try to excuse 
the backwards nature of the entire political 
system by blaming its problems on a few 
"bad apples," they are talking about people 
like Councilor Wilkerson. 

Chuck Turner, on the other hand, may 
well be the only politician left in Boston 
who will fight for the preservation of our 
dwindling neighborhoods and the success 
of our community struggles. He takes it a 
step forward, leading marches, speaking at 
rallies and risking arrest, proving himself 
to be a true defender of his constituents. 
The $1000 bribe he is charged with, if true, 
must be the smallest bribe a Boston politi- 
cian ever accepted. 

If the cases of Turner and Wilkerson are 
so different, then why is the FBI charging 
them with conspiracy together? As Turner 
told BAAM, he believes, "they have tied the 
two (cases) together because of the weak- 
ness of their case against me." According to 
a December 12th article by Michael Rich- 
ardson for the Boston Progressive Examin- 
er, "Chuck Turner's new line of defense is 
focusing on the grainy surveillance photo- 
... continued on next page... 
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graph that snagged him, suggesting cash is 
not pictured and the photo may have been 
doctored." As Turner was quoted as say- 
ing in the Boston Globe, "I've seen some 
grainy photographs. I don't know if that's 
me... There hasn't been an analysis done." 

The mainstream media, like the Boston 
Herald, have long since declared Turner 
guilty. Joe Fitzgerald ran an article in the 
December 13th edition of the Herald with 
the headline, "To Chuck Turner; color of 
money is all that matters here." In the ar- 
ticle, he not only attacks Turner for "imply- 
ing the FBI and media wouldn't be nipping 
at his heels if he were not a black man," 
he insults the thousands of Boston residents 
who have supported Turner, saying, "It's 
fine to be loyal, but it shouldn't require 
having to check your brain at the door." 

But Turner's supporters are not brainless 
sheep. They are members of suffering com- 
munities who hold to strong beliefs of so- 
cial justice, and they stand up for their own. 

As Dorchester People for Peace wrote 
in an official testimonial in support of the 
embattled politician, "Even Councilor 
Turner's critics know him as a man who 
works tirelessly for his district and against 
the moneyed interests that run too much 
of this city. We have worked with him to 
stop subprime mortgage evictions, reform 
CORI laws, block BU's dangerous biolab, 
and to end the costly wars in Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan. We have watched him get angry 
and take personal risks fighting injustice 
but we have never seen him sell out." We 
at the BAAM Newsletter, haters of poli- 
ticians that we are, echo this sentiment. 
Turner will never sell out the people, for 
he is of the people. He is truly a rare breed 
of political representative, and if we allow 
the mainstream media, the FBI and the At- 
torney General to run him out of office, we 
will lose our only ally in Scollay Square. 

Since news of his arrest, the people of 
Boston have turned out in his support at a 
number of rallies, packing the court at his 
hearings, chanting in his defense, and sub- 
mitting testimonials to his website. When 
asked if the people stood by him, Turner 
replied, "I think the attendance of between 
three and four hundred people at my rally 
at RCC tonight spoke eloquently to their 
belief in my innocence." 

http://supportchuckturner.com/ 



Councilors to Vote 
on Biolab Ban 



by Jeff Reinhardt 

On Monday December 15, the first 
city council hearing was held on 
an ordinance to ban Biosafety 
Level 4 Research in the city of Boston. The 
ordinance, docket 1189, was brought forth 
by city councilor Chuck Turner, who called 
the hearing despite his current legal turmoil. 

Councilors Michael Ross, Michael Fla- 
herty, and Sam Yoon were the only other 
councilors present at the hearing despite 
pressure from residents for others to attend. 
Both Flaherty and Yoon already sponsored 
the bill, so really it was only Ross who was 
undecided on the issue. Ross' vote would 
be key, however, because he is expecting 
to replace Maureen Feeney as the next City 
Council committee chair next year. 

"We're not here tonight to discuss Bos- 
ton University's capabilities," said Chuck 
Turner at the start of the hearing. "But we're 
looking at a broader question... whether 
Boston should ever allow a biosafety level 
4 lab in the city." 

Since BU announced its plans to build 
a BSL4 lab on Albany Street in Roxbury, 
it has been met with growing opposition 
from local residents and community activ- 
ists. The hearing composed of two panels 
made up of residents, activists, doctors, and 
advocates for other organizations around 
Massachusetts. 

Opponents of the lab spoke to the clear 
hazards that would be brought to the city 
by putting dangerous pathogens, such as 
the plague, ebola, and anthrax in the heart 
of a bustling, working-class neighborhood. 
Besides the local issues, speakers also 
touched upon the broader dangers of the 
proliferation of BSL4 labs across the coun- 




try to supposedly battle bioterrorism. 

Sandy Eastman of the Massachusetts 
Nurses Association, which has over 700 
workers in the Boston Medical Center right 
down the street from the lab spoke to this, 
"The greatest single bioterrorist threat in 
our country are these labs," she said. 

Pat Hynes, a professor at the BU School 
of Public Health also spoke on the first pan- 
el. She noted that for the past 77 years there 
have only been five of these types of labs 
across the whole country. Most of these 
labs are placed far away from cities and 
towns to ensure that no pathogens could in- 
fect local populations. "The density of the 
neighborhood and the density of the city 
were not considered in the placement of 
this lab," she said. 

The hearing went on for a total of four 
hours, with speakers continuing to pres- 
ent arguments against the lab well into the 
night. By 10pm, it was only Turner and 
Ross who still remained at their desks. 
Turner announced that he would hold an- 
other hearing in February where hopefully 
all the councilors would be present so there 
could be a vote on his ordinance. 

"I want to give each of the councilors an 
opportunity to speak to why they support 
the lab," said Turner in his closing state- 
ment. 

Other cities and towns in the greater Bos- 
ton area have already passed bans on BSL4 
research since BU announced its plans in 
2003. Watertown, Somerville, Cambridge, 
Newton, Brookline, and Wellesley have all 
passed similar bans. 

The lab itself is currently constructed, 
but cannot operate because of pending 
lawsuits in both state and federal court, 
and a string of four failed risk assessments 
done by BU and the National Institutes of 
Health, who are providing the major fund- 
ing for the lab. "I don't under- 
stand why BU 
doesn't engage 
with the folks who 
came tonight," said 
Ross in his closing 
statement. "Any- 
one who is even 
considering sup- 
porting this facility 
I should be aware of 
the risks." 

Photo: Safe- 
tynet Orga- 
nizer Klare 
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Four More Years of 
Clinton? Or Bush? 



by Sublett 

This year's Republican National 
Convention in St. Paul, Minnesota 
attracted an enormous variety of 
protest groups. Anarchists, socialists, en- 
vironmentalists, antiwar activists, truck- 
ers, union members and more all gathered 
in the Twin Cities to express their disgust 
with the naked greed and imperialism dis- 
played by the Republican Party. But of all 
the assembled multitudes, the hands-down 
funniest was a crew called Lobbyists for 
McCain. Dressed in black suits, white shirts 
and fedoras, these comic "Republicans" 
carried signs identical to those of the real 
McCain campaign, except with "slogans" 
such as "Waterboarding Is Not a Crime", 
"A Leader We Can Invest In" and "Four 
More Years." That last one was a reference 
to the widespread belief that a McCain 
presidency would be a virtual continuation 
of the Bush administration. 

Ironically enough, a Lobbyists for Obama 
satire could have used the same slogans, 
and been referring to the same administra- 
tion. That may seem a surprising statement 
in light of the many Clinton-era retreads 
Obama has named to high positions on his 
team, but a closer look at Obama's recent 
moves reveals an agenda closer to that of 
Bush than Clinton. 

Just to mention one glaring example, 
Clinton never started a ground war he 
couldn't win effortlessly (Bosnia was de- 
stroyed almost solely with air power). The 
one time he tried, in Somalia, he bailed out 
as soon as things got ugly. Obama, by con- 
trast, has inherited two unwinnable quag- 
mires and his only plan is to move troops 
from one to the other. 

What follows is a sample of Obama's 
appointments, with commentary. 

Joe Biden, Vice President - At first 
glance, Biden, the senior Senator from 
Delaware, is a puzzling choice. A disap- 
pointment even to mainstream liberals, he 
apparently brings nothing to the table that 
Obama lacks, aside from being white. His 
runs for president have been complete fail- 
ures and he has no national following. And 
it's not like Delaware's three electoral votes 
were a major consideration. 

But Biden makes more sense as a run- 
ning mate when you realize that Delaware, 
thanks to its laws permitting high interest 
rates and restricting hostile takeovers, is 
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home to every nearly credit card company 
in the country. Biden has been their faith- 
ful servant his entire career, most notably 
in his support for the bankruptcy "reform" 
act that severely restricts the ability of indi- 
viduals to escape debt through bankruptcy 
(Clinton vetoed a similar bill twice). Seen 
in this light, picking Biden was a fund rais- 
ing move aimed at bankers already panick- 
ing over the financial collapse. If so, it paid 
off. According to Opensecrets.org, Obama 
out-raised McCain by 12.6 to 7.9 million in 
the financial industry. 

Like the rest of Obama's foreign policy 
picks, Biden has been a strong supporter of 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Rahm Emanuel, Chief of Staff - As 
head of the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee, Emanuel famously 
squabbled with Democratic National Com- 
mittee chairman Howard Dean over strat- 
egy. Dean favored the "50 state strategy" 
in which the party would campaign hard 
nation-wide, whereas Emanuel preferred 
to concentrate on swing states and abandon 
the Bible belt to the GOP. Emanuel lost that 
fight. Obama campaigned vigorously in all 
50 states, including McCain's home state of 
Arizona, and ended up winning not just the 
swing states, but the traditional Republican 
strongholds of North Carolina and Virginia. 



Like the rest of Obama's 

foreign policy picks, Biden 

has been a strong supporter 

of the wars in Iraq 

and Afghanistan. 



So why does Emanuel get to be Chief of 
Staff while Dean is resigning as chairman 
of the DNC? I don't know, but I have a sus- 
picion. The Democrats came within one re- 
count and a runoff election of winning a 60 
vote, filibuster-proof majority in the Sen- 



ate, and that's the last thing they wanted. 
Without the "threat" of a Republican fili- 
buster, the Democrats' last excuse for inac- 
tion would have vanished and they might 
have been forced to make actual conces- 
sions to the people who elected them. By 
this analysis the 50 state strategy worked 
too well. The party honchos want to make 
sure it doesn't happen again, hence Dean's 
departure and Emanuel's promotion. 

Then again, Emanuel's views might sim- 
ply have been closer to those of Obama 
and the rest of the ruling class than Dean's. 
Emanuel has been an enthusiastic propo- 
nent of the genocide in Iraq, recruiting a 
string of pro-war Congressional candidates 
for the 2006 election during his tenure 
as DCCC chairman. He is also a lifelong 
friend of Israel. During the first Gulf war 
he served in the Israeli military (instead 
of the US military) as a civilian volunteer. 
In 2003, as a Congressman from Illinois, 
he signed a Congressional letter criticiz- 
ing Bush for insufficient support of Israel 
and supporting the Israeli policy of assas- 
sinating Palestinian leaders. No, that's not 
a typo. Emanuel is actually to the right of 
George W. Bush on Israel. 

Bill Richardson, Secretary of Com- 
merce - Greg Palast devotes several pages 
of his 2006 book Armed Madhouse to Rich- 
ardson, who, as governor of New Mexico, 
stole the state for Bush in the 2004 elec- 
tion. Palast describes how ballots in ma- 
jority Indigenous or Latino precincts were 
many times more likely to be discarded as 
"spoiled" or blank than those from white 
precincts. About 30,000 votes were lost to 
this chicanery, the vast majority in heavily 
Democratic areas. Bush's victory margin 
in New Mexico was less than 6,000 votes. 
According to Palast, Richardson pressured 
New Mexico Secretary of State Rebecca 
Virgil-Giron (also a Democrat) to turn 

...continued on next page... 4 
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down a $114,000 fee from the Democrats 
and Green party and reject a recount. 

But why would a Democratic governor 
try to keep his own party's nominee from 
winning the presidency? Palast's theory at 
the time involved a local political rivalry, 
and wasn't very plausible. After Armed 
Madhouse was published however, a more 
convincing explanation emerged. Rich- 
ardson launched his own bid for the 2008 
Democratic presidential nomination, some- 
thing he could not have done if John Kerry 
had been allowed to win in 2004. Of course 
Obama couldn't have run either. 

Robert Gates, Secretary of Defense 
- The only person in Obama's cabinet who 
admits to being a Republican, Gates may 
actually be one of its more moderate mem- 
bers. He was widely considered to have 
been foisted on Bush by the Iraq Study 
Group, a panel of influential politicians 
and diplomats (including Gates himself) 
formed in 2006 to make recommendations 
about the Iraq war. The ISG was headed by 
James Baker, Bush senior's former Secre- 
tary of State, and was viewed as an attempt 
by the "realist" wing of the ruling estab- 
lishment to take back the reins from the 
neoconservatives at a time when the Iraq 
war was going badly and Bush seemed on 
the verge of attacking Iran. 

Gates replaced neocon Donald Rumsfeld 
at the Pentagon in late 2006, breaking up 
the Rumsfeld-Dick Cheney tag team. Most 
of Bush's other neocon advisers were also 
fired around this time. The dire warnings of 
an imminent attack on Iran never panned 
out, and the saber-rattling gradually ta- 
pered off to the low simmer we see today. 
Gates was widely rumored to be a major 
influence driving this trend. A quote from 
his confirmation hearing concerning pos- 
sible nuclear weapons development by Iran 
is instructive. "...I think they would see it 
in the first instance as a deterrent. They are 
surrounded by powers with nuclear weap- 
ons ~ Pakistan to the east, the Russians to 
the north, the Israelis to the west, and us in 
the Persian Gulf." 

But anybody who expects Gates to pull 
off a repeat in the Obama administration 
should take a look at his record first. Ray 
McGovern, a former intelligence analyst 
who served with Gates in the CIA, wrote 
an article in 2006 exposing Gates' history 
of fabricating intelligence for political pur- 
poses. The article contained this quote: 
"Gates is the one most responsible for in- 
stitutionalizing the politicization of intel- 



ligence analysis. He set the example and 
promoted malleable managers more inter- 
ested in career advancement than the ethos 
of speaking truth to power." 

Obama has repeatedly said that the use of 
military force against Iran is "on the table." 
If elite consensus comes around to the idea 
that war on Iran is in their best interest, 
someone who built his career by telling his 
bosses what they wanted to hear is not the 
ideal person to oppose them. 

While the above list is incomplete, it is 
fairly representative. It includes two con- 
servatives who are only Democrats be- 
cause they live in Democratic controlled 
states (Biden and Emanuel), one under- 
cover Bush hatchet man (Richardson) and 
an actual Bush cabinet member (Gates). 
As of this writing, none of Obama's cabi- 
net choices are even remotely progressive. 
There isn't a Christopher Dodd in the lot, 
let alone a Dennis Kucinich or a Russell 
Feingold. Obama's celebrated "bi-parti- 



The Republic Workers 
Remind Us That Direct 
Action Gets the Goods 



by Jake Carman 

At a time when big business is 
begging the government for big- 
money bail-outs and getting them, 
while workers get laid off and tenants and 
home owners get evicted, the employees 
of the Republic Windows and Doors fac- 
tory in Chicago have taken matters into 
their own hands. And they have won. 

On December 5th, following the an- 
nouncement that the factory, which em- 
ploys 300 people, would close in three 
days, 250 workers began a sit down strike 
that may serve as a catalyst for a working- 
class renaissance of resistance throughout 
the United States. Republic CEO Rich 




sanship" includes two parties but only one 
viewpoint. Far from being a Lincolnesque 
"team of rivals," it's hard to imagine this 
bunch disagreeing about anything more 
substantive than who gets the last doughnut 
at cabinet meetings. 

None of this is to say that there won't be 
differences in style between the new and 
old administrations. Obama has already 
pledged to eliminate kangaroo military tri- 
bunals at Guantanamo Bay in favor of kan- 
garoo civilian tribunals on the mainland. 
He will probably stop the practice of open- 
ly advocating torture and go back to pre- 
tending that it never happens. US Attorneys 
will no doubt be carefully enough screened 
on appointment that they won't have to be 
fired later for insubordination. But in many 
ways that matter to those of us who have to 
suffer through it, the Obama administration 
is shaping up to be four more years of Bush. 



Gillman informed the workers that though 
Bank of America recently received a $25 
billion bailout, they were pulling their loan 
from the factory. As a result, Gillman gave 
his employees three days notice of the clo- 
sure of Republic — well short of the 60 days 
notice required by federal law. Facing the 
grim prospect of joining countless of oth- 
ers on the unemployment line, the workers, 
members of the United Electrical Workers 
(UE) Local 1110, refused to leave. They 
conducted a sit-down strike and took over 
the factory. The occupation lasted 5 days, 
and quickly earned attention from the me- 
dia, politicians and others, shaming Bank 
of America back to the bargaining table. 

Well-known activist Reverend Jesse 
Jackson brought food to the workers and 
said, "These workers are to this struggle 
perhaps what Rosa Parks was to social 
justice 50 years ago... This, in many ways, 
...continued on next page... 5 
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is the beginning of a larger movement for 
mass action to resist economic violence." 
President-elect Barack Obama also offered 
his support. "When it comes to the situation 
here in Chicago" he said, "with the workers 
who are asking for their benefits and pay- 
ments they have earned, I think they are ab- 
solutely right . . . what's happening to them 
is reflective of what's happening across this 
economy." 

On December 9th, Illinois Governor 
-■-■-'Rod Blagojevich came out with a state- 
ment that his state's government would 
boycott Bank of America until the loan to 
Republic was reinstated. The next morning, 
however, the FBI arrested the Governor for 
alleged corruption. As a result, the media 
gathered at the Republic factory left to 
cover the Governor's arrest, all the cars on 
the street outside of the factory were towed, 
and the workers inside issued a call in fear 
of a raid on their plant. The raid, however, 
never came. 

The politicians and corporate media 
were not the only ones paying attention. 
According to Giuseppe, an eyewitness to 
the occupation, "there is definitely an in- 
creased sense of class consciousness... other 
workers have been inspired." He also said 
that the mainstream unions, who previ- 
ously shunned the UE, have pledged to use 
similar tactics, and Republic workers have 
vowed to offer the same kind of solidarity 
and support they received to others strug- 
gling in the future. 

After only 5 days of the occupation, the 
media attention and the resulting public 
outcry, Bank of America agreed to reinstate 
some of their loan, along with $400,000 
from JP Morgan Chase. According to 
Chicago Independent Media Center, "late 
Wednesday night... more than 200 workers 
and members of UE Local 1110 voted unani- 
mously to accept a $1 .75 million settlement 
that includes eight weeks of back pay, two 
months of continued health coverage, and 
compensation for unused vacation time." 

"We fought to make them pay what they 
owe us, and we won," said Local 1110 rep- 
resentatives. 

Republic has stated that it will not re- 
open the plant, and neither will the land- 
lord, the Mars candy corporation. Accord- 
ing to Giuseppe, the union "has created the 
Windows of Opportunities Fund to raise 
the money to buy the factory, which would 
make it essentially worker-managed. There 
hasn't been discussion about what that 



would look like." 

As embattled Boston City Councilor 
Chuck Turner said in an interview, "The 
workers in Chicago are showing us the 
way... We see them stand up and say 'If 
them, why not us.' That's the nature of evo- 
lutionary/revolutionary change." Just like 
the Chicago workers who led the 1880s 
movement that won us the 8-hour day, 
the workers of the Republic Windows and 
Doors factory are an example to the rest of 
us. The government is willing to use our tax 
dollars to help the richest CEOs keep their 
companies, but when it comes to defend- 
ing what is ours — our jobs, our homes, our 
communities and our futures — the only way 
to win is to band together and fight back. 



long term economic and social problems, 
form an explosive combination. During the 
following days, rallies took place, mostly 
in Athens and Thessaloniki, with a passion 
and a mass participation that has not been 
seen since the Papadopoulos junta, being 
for that reason a heritage for the future. 
People who had never taken to the streets 
now protested, while high school teenagers 
set the tone of the demonstrations. A whole 
week of incidents was enough to have more 
than 600 stores, banks, and public buildings 
burnt. The damage is supposed to be in the 
hundreds of millions of euros. 

Every year the traditional Christmas tree 
is set up in the center of Athens. It stands 
in the middle of the square, representing 




By Dimitris Konstantinou. 
Translated by Aigli Papantonopoulou 

Saturday night, December 6th, in the 
center of Athens (in the neighbor- 
hood of Exarhia) a sixteen year old, 
Alexis Grigoropoulos, is murdered by an 
instrument of the order, the lowest servant 
of the state: the police. Within half an hour 
more than 2,500 people from the anarchist 
movement are mobilized and provoke un- 
rest in the city. The next day, rallies are or- 
ganized, which turn out to be massive. The 
disturbances are repeated in the evening 
with greater intensity. They included the 
burning of banks and stores, barricades, as 
well as the throwing of stones and Molotov 
cocktails. The police have orders to remain 
passive. That same day the incidents are 
spread in many cities in Greece. The rage 
over the death of a child, mixed with the 



fake prosperity. It ridicules the two mil- 
lion immigrants and one third of society 
who live in poverty, and offers the illusion 
of prosperity for the rest. A feeling of wild 
satisfaction filled us, of course, when we 
saw the symbol of hypocrisy in flames, due 
to people's rage. Many rushed and started 
talking about an uprising, but is it really 
that? Honestly, during these days, there 
was a massive social energy, but how was 
it channeled? Of course, a policeman will 
certainly think a lot before raising his pis- 
tol again in Exarhia, [the anarchist neigh- 
borhood of Athens where Alexandras was 
shot] but besides that, what? 

The aims of every revolution remain un- 
changed. Just like every such occasion, we 
aim to blow up the everyday, dominative 
institutions that spread authoritarian prac- 
tice and thought. That is to decrease even 
by a few grams the weight of the heavy au- 
thority that oppresses us daily: To put down 
the foundations for something bigger and 
...continued on next page... 
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more meaningful, to give a drop of courage 
to the millions of shy but progressive souls, 
by showing them the road to civil disobedi- 
ence. To take on our side even one cell of 
the reactionary minds who encircle us more 
and more. Unfortunately, in Greece, most 
people still believe that "one injustice is 
better than one unrest" (Paul Elyar). 

At the time these words are being typed, 
a lot of hopeful things have happened, such 
as occupations of universities and schools, 
but the big "overstepping" has not occurred. 
The next months will show if something 
materializes for us to win something more 
than just the expression of rage. The politi- 
cal stage starts when workplaces are occu- 
pied and neighborhood assemblies sprout 
up in every neighborhood. Russia in '17, 
Spain in '36 and May '68 did not occur like 
a thunder in the blue sky, they were a result 
of many years of cultivation, which Greece 
unfortunately has not had. Until the few 
recent years, (specifically the year 2003 
when the organization "Anti-Authoritar- 
ian Movement" was born) "Anarchism has 
not produced any organized ability. Only a 
few loose struggling groups scattered over 
this vast country (sic), that come together 
in conferences occasionally, talk to each 
other, then go home"(Lucy Parsons). 

At some point, we have to take the 
same bet with Albert Kamus of 1945, that 
"words are more powerful than guns". We 
need to control our impatience and "teach 
ourselves that, under certain circumstanc- 
es, nonviolent actions are more effective" 
(Gene Sharp). With such focused actions 
and publications, we need to cultivate the 
real idea of anarchism to the masses - the 
abolition of violence and of the oppression 
of people by people - we need to engraft 
the consciences with the antiauthoritarian 
Word. The key for our future is the creation 
of a strong organizational web which, pre- 
pared in advance, will be able to channel 
the next uncontrollable expression of rage 
into a formed political proposition. 

Note on Author: Dimitris Konstanti- 
nou is a well-known Greek anarchist, who 
works on the well-circulated Anarchist 
Newspaper, "Babylonia, " www. babylonia, 
gr/ which is distributed in news boxes in 
many Greek cities. Konstantinou has been 
described by one of his comrades as "the 
heart of the newspaper and the antiauthori- 
tarian movement" in Athens. Konstantinou 
wrote this article specifically for BAAM. 




Street got the red paint treatment at mid- 
night on Sunday the 14th. "Now, just like 
in Greece, they have blood on their hands," 
read a posting online. As the Greek insur- 
rection entered its second week, the num- 
ber of solidarity actions across the world 
increased. On Tuesday the 16th, the tenth 
day of the Greek social insurrection, Bos- 
ton joined hundreds of cities around the 
world, holding its first solidarity action. 

BAAM sent the call to action to email 
lists and the media and put up posters 
around Boston. A group of 30 anarchists as- 
sembled at the Arlington T station dressed 
to impress in their blackest of black cloth- 
ing. Soon after 12, the group left and be- 
gan marching towards the Greek consulate, 
picking up comrades along the way. Hand- 
ing out literature and chanting against the 
police and the state, the march was tailed, 
as ever, by the Boston Police Department. 
Participants arrived at the consulate on 
Beacon Street waving black flags and hold- 
ing banners, including one that read, "You 
can kill us, but you can't kill the idea." 
Some passersby stopped and asked ques- 
tions, taking literature about Greece; others 
wanted nothing to do with it and contin- 
ued on with their Christmas shopping. The 
people in the consulate cracked open their 
windows, nervously listening to the rage 
that had spread across the ocean. 

Saffo from Providence's What Queer? 
Collective, with strong personal and famil- 
ial ties to Greece, read a statement through 
a megaphone: "To many of us, the violence 
of the Greek police is something that rings 
true to our own lives and experiences... It 



Photo: Greek Insurgents 
March Against Government 

is, in part, this commonality that brings us 
here today... Whether it be working against 
US Empire, defending the rights of im- 
migrants, working to abolish prisons, or 
demanding the right to walk safely down 
the street, we all fight every day in our own 
ways. It is only when we begin to see the 
connections between our various struggles, 
and recognize the ways in which we are 
privileged, that real change will come." The 
speech was interrupted at various intervals 
by the cheers of the demonstrators. 

The preliminary demonstration lasted a 
little more than an hour as all of the fliers 
had been handed out. It seemed as though 
nothing else was going to happen. The an- 
archists left and the police drove off. As it 
turns out, though, those sneaky little anar- 
chists left only to regroup and decide what to 
do next. Seeing that the police were no lon- 
ger in the area, people decided to return and 
charged the consulate. The locked steel gate 
was smashed open and the people inside re- 
treated into a back room. After a few more 
chants, the anarchists officially dispersed. 

Afterwards, two comrades who weren't 
there for the attack on the consulate were 
biking around the area and were forc- 
ibly stopped by the police and detained, 
although they were eventually let go. 

Detective Creed, permanently assigned 
to monitor and repress anarchists in the 
Boston area, later posted on a forum: "The 
only suck [sic] thing was, after the demon- 
strators and us [sic] 'left', a few anarchists 
came back and smashed the gate to the con- 
sulate. That sort of adds a new dimension 

...continued on next page... 7 
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Photo: Greek Anarchists 
battle police with molotovs 



to [sic] situation for us." 

Saturday, December 20th was Interna- 
tional Day of Action Against State Vio- 
lence, called a week prior by the Assembly 
of the Occupation of the Athens Polytech- 
nic School — the center of much of Athens' 
anarchist activity during the insurrection. 
Around 20 anarchists braved the freezing 
cold and snow for a 2-hour tour of institu- 
tions of state violence in Boston. "It was 
small, but energized. I wish more had come 
to brave the snow," said Anarchist Black 
Cross member, Clara Hendricks. 

Hendricks' disappointment in the turn- 
out was echoed by other participants; with 
four to six police on foot and several po- 
lice vehicles following, there were almost 
as many police as protesters. The streets 
were as close to barren as it gets in Boston, 
though onlookers raised their fists in sup- 
port and took literature from the marchers, 
who chanted "People's Jobs/Homes/Strug- 
gles are under attack, what do we do? Stand 
up fight back!" The anarchists carried flags 
and signs, like "The Govt. Bails out Banks, 
the People Burn Out Banks: Support the 
Greek Uprising," from Faneuil Hall up 
Beacon Hill to the A-l Police Headquar- 
ters, then to a Courthouse, a Bank of Amer- 
ica, the State House, the Fox News Station, 
an Armed Forces Recruitment Center and 
then ending at Emerson College. At each 
location, someone grabbed the bullhorn 
and spoke about the institutions, tying their 
repressive nature in with the Greek Upris- 
ing, while keeping their words relevant 
to the observers, mostly working people 
8 



shoveling snow. 

"I hope these marches showing govern- 
ment violence against the people will con- 
tinue and grow to include all of the com- 
munities of Boston," said Paul McCarrier, 
a member of the Northeast Anarchist Net- 
work from Portland, Maine, "to unite them 
in the fight against police brutality and eco- 
nomic violence." The anarchists gathered 
vowed to continue their struggle in solidar- 
ity with the Greek Insurrection, and even 
spoke about making the "Tour of Govern- 
ment Violence" into a regular occurrence. 

With International Solidarity spreading 
rapidly, it seems that the Greek Insurrec- 
tion can only grow while the Government 
struggles to stay afloat. This uprising is the 
first proper response to the present global 
economic turmoil, caused by the failure 
of capitalism and the mismanagement of 
governments. Workers and revolutionaries 
across the world are taking their cue, start- 
ing with solidarity demos at Greek consul- 
ates and spreading to the institutions of 
their own oppression. On December 20th, 
revolutionaries responded to the call from 
the Polytechnic School of Athens, protest- 
ing in over 50 countries. The shot fired on 
December 6th has truly echoed across the 
globe. In some places there are ripples of 
discontent, while in others, vast seas of re- 
bellion. One thing is for sure: a brand-new 
revolutionary left was born this month, the 
power is swinging back to the people, and 
the world will never be the same. Capital 
beware, we are coming for you. 
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Update from the 
Boston ABC 



Boston Anarchist Black Cross regularly 
supports hundreds of prisoners by sending 
out literature, fulfilling research requests 
and maintaining penpal correspondences. 
We keep up a $20/month contribution to 
Jericho Boston's commissary fund, which 
goes toward meeting the material needs of 
political prisoners. We tabled at the Bos- 
ton Zine Fair and distributed a great deal 
of prison abolitionist literature. We got 
out the word about Jericho's 10/10 march 
in NYC to free political prisoners and sent 
down about 10 people. Most of our col- 
lective turned out for a prison abolition 
strategy session hosted by Jericho Boston 
and Rising Tide Boston. We have turned 
out in support of City Life/Vida Urbana's 
eviction blockades, which have a 7-2 re- 
cord in preventing the eviction of families. 
In collaboration with other Anarchist Black 
Cross chapters, we collect entries for, pro- 
duce and distribute a publication called 
Prison Action News, which is composed of 
submissions from prisoners detailing their 
efforts to fight back against oppressive con- 
ditions. The next issue is set to be released 
January 1. As part of our legal defense 
work, we send out money to comrades in 
need and bail our comrades out when situ- 
ations arise. Recently we have contributed 
to the defense funds for the Revolutionary 
Autonomous Communities in Los Ange- 
les, whose November 8th benefit show 
was raided and its attendants arrested and 
badly mistreated by police. We also con- 
tributed to the defense fund for Iraq Veter- 
ans Against the War, 10 of whose members 
and 5 of whose supporters were arrested 
October 15th, with a police horse smash- 
ing the face of Sgt. Nick Morgan. We are 
pleased to report that charges against the 
Hempstead 15 have since been dropped, 
but Nick Morgan's face is still smashed and 
his medical bills are outrageous. We had 
a Halloween benefit show to replenish our 
legal defense fund, but we are perpetually 
seeking more monetary resources. 

If you want to support the prisoner sup- 
port and legal defense work of Boston An- 
archist Black Cross, you can send concealed 
cash or blank checks to: Boston ABC 

PO Box 230182, Boston, MA 02123 



Reportbacks From 
the NEAN Assemblies 



By Cady 

The Seventh General Assembly of the 
Northeast Anarchist Network was 
held in Providence, Rhode Island on 
the 29th and 30th of November. The Fourth 
Assembly of the New England Subregion 
was held on the 13th and 14th of December 
in Portland, Maine. At a glance, it seemed 
that upwards of sixty people attended the 
assembly in Rhode Island, with about a doz- 
en braving the weather to meet in Portland. 
At the General Assembly, key discus- 
sions about the fu- 
ture and purpose of 
NEAN took place. 
On the first day, a 
survivors caucus 
was formed where 
it was agreed that 
NEAN would at- 
tempt to put into 
place a mediation 
process and a sex- 
ual assault policy 
in order to combat 
sexual assault in 
our own communi- 
ties, especially at 
NEAN assemblies 
and events. NEAN 
also agreed to work 
harder to make its 
website, www.ne- 
anarchist.net, and 
its meetings more 
accessible to dis- 
abled and sight-impaired people who can- 
not read or cannot read quickly. Members 
of NEAN who had attended the RNC dem- 
onstrations were present and spoke about 
their experiences to an audience who were 
eager to learn about infrastructure-building 
and tactics for large decentralized protest 
events. 

On the second day of the General Assem- 
bly, the network had a good, long talk about 
criticisms within anarchist practice and the 
network in general, at which it was decided 
that agendas would be put together as much 
as possible in advance by the hosting group 
with suggestions from other organizations 
and individuals in the Network. The hope 
is that this will save valuable time in future 
meetings. The staff of the Nor'easter met at 
the Assembly in a breakout session as well. 



Camilo Viveiros came to present a work- 
shop in which he explained to a younger 
generation of anarchists the difference be- 
tween activism and organizing, positing 
that activism is agitation for the politics 
which we personally believe will lead to 
liberation, while organizing is the process 
of helping people empower themselves in 
a given community. According to Viveiros, 
organizing, though more consistent with 
anarchist beliefs about allowing people to 
make their own decisions regarding self- 
liberation, may sometimes lead to work- 
ing within explicitly hierarchical power 
structures. Rather than throw a tantrum 




over the fact that people in whose ad- 
vancement we are interested don't want 
to be exactly like us or share our politics, 
Viveiros hinted that a truly anarchist ap- 
proach is to allow people the self-deter- 
mination necessary to decide to use and 
work with and found organizations that we 
as anarchists might not necessarily like. 
The Subregional Assembly used the sug- 
gestion from the regional assembly and put 
into place a process for constructing the 
entire agenda ahead of time. This worked 
extremely well for moving things along, 
even though the people at the meeting did 
not stick rigidly to the originally-planned 
agenda. The first day was extremely pro- 
ductive, with lengthy talk of Greek solidar- 
ity actions and planning, as well as infor- 
mation-sharing so that we could all be up 
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to date on the situation in Greece. People 
with laptops played videos from the streets 
and read about the popular assemblies be- 
ing held in occupied schools, during which 
the attendees were in high spirits. Dialogue 
surrounding the immense popularity of 
anarchy abroad led smoothly into a brain- 
storm session about how we could possibly 
increase the popularity of anarchy at home. 
BAAM members led a conversation about 
not just outreach in general but about hold- 
ing specific outreach days in order to attract 
new and question- 
ing anarchists. 
The second 
day of the Subre- 
gional Assembly 
involved a talk 
from a Blackbird 
Legal Collective 
member about the 
STOPMAX cam- 
paign in Maine, 
in which Boston 
anarchists signed 
on to the effort to 
help Blackbird get 
signatures for their 
petition. When the 
speaker was fin- 
ished, skillshares 
began. Skillshares 
included a cunt- 
demystifying 
workshop and a 
self-defense work- 
shop. After these 
two workshops, most of the attendees had 
to leave to go home, but the planned bike 
repair workshop did lead to the printing 
and handing out of a detailed chart of bike 
parts for Subregional attendees to go home 
and study. 

As always, these assemblies can't take 
place without the help of local organizers 
and NEAN members, Food Not Bombs, the 
people in hosting towns who help by open- 
ing their homes to travelers, and the NEAN 
members who attend, regardless of weather 
or transportation problems, to the best of 
their ability. While it might be early to give 
ourselves a big pat on the back, a heartfelt 
thank you to your host, your ride, and the 
people who fed you is a great idea. 



Calendar: Get Involved 



Every Monday: 

Papercut Zine Library meeting. 
7:30pm, 45 Mt. Auburn St., Cambridge 

First Tuesday of Every Month: 

BAAM meeting, 7pm, Lucy Parsons 
Center, 549 Columbus Ave, Boston 

Second Tuesday of Every Month: 

Anarchist Black Cross meeting (de- 
fense and prison abolition group), 
8pm, 45 Mt. Auburn St., Cambridge 

Every Wednesday: Free Radical 
Film Nights at the Lucy Parsons Cen- 
ter, 7pm, Lucy Parsons Center, 549 
Columbus Ave, Boston 

First and Third Sunday of Every 
Month: Rising Tide Boston meeting. 
5:30pm @ The Lucy Parsons Center 
549 Columbus Ave, Boston 

Second Sunday of Every Month: 

Industrial Workers of the World meet- 
ing. 2pm, Lucy Parsons Center, 549 
Columbus Ave, Boston 

Every Friday: 

Food Not Bombs free community 
meal, 4-6pm, Boston Common, near 
the Park St T-Stop, Boston 



January 1st: 

15-year anniversary of the Zapatista Up- 
rising in Chiapas, Mexico. Congrats to the 
EZLN, and for 150 more years of revolu- 
tion! A New Years resolution: A new Amer- 
ican Revolution by 2010. 

January 6th: 

BAAM meeting. Open to all anarchists 
and anti-authoritarians. 7pm, Lucy Parsons 
Center, 549 Columbus Ave, Boston 

January 7th: 

Radical Film Night at the LPC. "5 Factories" 
(About Venezuela). 7pm, 549 Columbus 

January 9th: 

Radical Board Game night, Come to play 
' War on terror the board game ' and other rad- 
ical games. Bring games and food to share. 
6pm, LPC. 549 Columbus Ave. Boston 

January 10th 

Anarchist Black Cross Prisoner support 
afternoon and potluck- noon in Brighton. 
Email Jake for Directions: Trenchesfullofp 
oets@riseup.net 

January 13th 

Anarchist Black Cross meeting 8pm at the 
Papercut Zine Library, 45 Mount Auburn 
St, Cambridge, Ma. 



January 17th 

Anarchist Panel on Organizing and Libera- 
tion. Come discuss with local and regional 
panelists about how the recent election of 
Barack Obama will impact political and 
grassroots organizing. FREE AND OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC. Childcare available upon 
request (please RSVP to Boston® NEFAC. 
net with your needs by January 9th). Spon- 
sored by Northeast Federation of Anarchist 
Communists, Boston. 5-7 pm Commu- 
nity Church 565 Boylston, Copley, Boston 

January 19th: 

New York City: Martin Luther King Day 
March Against Wage Slavery. Every year, 
the Industrial Workers of the World march 
on MLK Day to honor his legacy. Ask 
Starbucks to pay the holiday premium 
and Wild Edibles to stop union-busting. 
RALLY AT STARBUCKS 11am Star- 
bucks Regional Office 330 5th Ave at 33rd 
St and AT WILD EDIBLES 12:30pm 535 
Third Avenue bet 3 5th and 3 6th St. Con- 
tact: Stephanie 201-787-6035 

January 20th: 

Trial of the Staac 7: North east folk falsely 
arrested during the RNC. Need money! e- 
mail Paul, at Lookingforward@riseup.net. 



January 14th: 

Radical Film Night at the LPC. "Plan Co- 
lumbia" 7pm, 549 Columbus Ave. 



Help us save trees! (paper and money) 
For a free email subscription, contact 
Jakeattrenchesfullofpoets@riseup.net 
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January 31th: 

Really Really Free Market. llam-4pm 
at the International Community Church 
is Allston, followed by a benifit show (at 
a house nearby) for the Allston/Brighton 
Neighborhood Assembly. For more info: 
Myspace.com/DefendAllstonBrighton 

What is Anarchism? 

Anarchism is the theory and practice of a human society or- 
ganizing without hierarchy, authority and oppression. This 
means that all people have equal access to the decision-mak- 
ing process and to the products of their collective labor. Anar- 
chy can be described as true, direct democracy. It is horizon- 
tal: i.e. workers working together without bosses, neighbors 
organizing housing and neighborhoods without landlords, 
and people making decisions without politicians. There are 
many different ideas on how to get there and what exactly it 
will look like. We can talk all we want, but only a truly free 
and revolutionary people will be able to decide what their 
revolution will look like. So comrades, let's get to work! 
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